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Trinity Times Newsletter
November, 2017

Developing Imaginations and Foundations

A Message from the Director:

Dates to Remember:

11/6–School Photos (PT, 3 AM, 3 PM, 4 PM)
11/6 & 7–Scholastic Book Fair
11/7–School Photos (RTG, 4 AM)
11/8–Parent Advisory Board Meeting
11/9 & 10–Alumni/Sibling Day
11/15–Feast (3 AM & 3 PM)
11/16–Feast (4 AM & 4 PM)
11/17–Session 2 Lunch Bunch Apps Due
11/18–Wilmette Holiday Parade
11/20–Alumni/Sibling Day
11/21-24–Thanksgiving Break
11/30–Observation Day

Dear Parents,

Each year I use my column in the November news-
letter to express my gratitude to the many people who
comprise the magical community we call Trinity. In that
spirit, I continue the tradition and offer these words of
thanks to some very deserving people.

Thank you to the hard-working teachers and assis-
tants, and administrator!  I am continually amazed by your
dedication, your energy, and most of all, your love for the
children in our care!  I am so fortunate to work with each
of you.

Thank you to the entire parent body, and a very
special thank you to the members of the Parent Advisory
Board! Your kindness and support are always appreciated.
Most of all, thank you for sharing your precious children
with us! Your children reflect the love and kindness you
pour into them. We love being a part of their lives. You
have been wonderful models for your children because
they are extremely kind.

Thank you to Pastor Brian and the entire church
staff for your support and guidance! I am always grateful
for your wise advice and assistance.

Finally, thank you to the children for all of your
smiles, hugs, pictures, and happy thoughts! You are each
very special to us and we are lucky to have you in our lives.
You fill our hearts with love and joy!

As Thanksgiving approaches the teachers will be
discussing the concept of gratitude with the children as
well as the importance of saying thank you. Recognizing
and acknowledging who and what they love is the first step
toward developing a sense of gratitude. An attitude of grati-
tude is a blessing that will stay with them always and en-
rich their lives. A grateful heart is a happy heart. We can
help our children develop an attitude of gratitude by com-
menting frequently on the blessings in our lives. We also
foster gratitude when we encourage our children to engage
in acts of generosity and kindness, such as donating old
toys or clothes. Participating in our TCNS Gives Back

events are tangible ways kids can help others while also
appreciating the blessings in their own lives.

I am very grateful for the opportunity to serve
as Director of Trinity Church Nursery School. If you
ever have any questions, comments, or concerns, please
do not hesitate to contact me on my cell at 847-217-
2202, in the office at 847-217-2202, or at
sue@trinitywilmette.org.

With Love & Gratitude,
Sue

Trinity Times Newsletter
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TCNS Kiddos
Took Over the
Pumpkin Patch!

Welcome to the Newest Members of the TCNS Family!

TCNS Kiddos
Took Over the
Pumpkin Patch!

The Burkemper Family welcomed Baby Brooks! James (3 PM) and Bryn (AM KE)
are very excited!

The Parker Family welcomed Baby Henry! Thomas (3PM) and Beth (alum)
are thrilled!

Congratulations to all the proud moms, dads, big brothers, and big sisters!

No one could resist our adorable kiddos as they tried to help costumers select
the  pumpkin! Proceeds from the pumpkin patch provide support for
multiple missions including TUMC’s Food Pantry, A Just Harvest, Boy Scouts
Troop 3, Youth Mission Trips, Wilmette's Clergy Fund to help people in need,
and Senegal Children's Feeding Center. We are proud to report that the day
our kiddos served in the patch was the most profitable weekday of the run!

tcnsshutterflystorefront.com
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The TCNS Shutterf ly Storefront is Up and Running!
Earn 13% for our school at Shutterfly and Tiny Prints!
When you shop at Shutterfly, Tiny Prints or one of
their related brands, please use the link below, and
13% of your purchases will be donated to our school.
So go ahead and order pictures, cards, calendars, gifts
etc. and make some money for our school!

Shop:  tcns.shutterflystorefront.com

ATTENTION, TRINITY MARCHERS!
Get ready for the Holiday Parade! Trinity Nursery School will be participating in the Wilmette Chamber
of Commerce's Holiday Parade on !   Bundle up, wear your blue and white, and
join other Trinity families as we welcome in the holiday season. You can decorate bikes, strollers, and
scooters and pass out leftover Halloween candy! We will provide more fun! If you would like to march

in the Holiday Parade with us, please meet at the CTA parking lot at 4th and Linden no later than 
. The parade steps off promptly at 10:30.  

TCNS First Annual Scholastic Book Fair

Wonderful selection!

Amazing prices!

Help TCNS earn free booksand learning tools!

SPREAD THE WORD! 
Registration for the 2018-2019 school year begins with our Observation
Days, when parents have the opportunity to tour the school and observe
classes in session. This year, we are also hosting an evening informational
session. Be sure to tell your friends and neighbors to contact
sue@trinitywilmette.org to reserve a spot.

tcnsshutterflystorefront.com
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Chair’s CornerChair’s Corner
Rebecca Johnson, TCNS Parent Advisory Board Chair

Sometimes fall can feel like a lot of blocking and
tackling. If you can just make it past Halloween, November is
lovely. Time to take a breath. Time to reflect and be thankful.
It’s also colder so it’s more socially acceptable to stay in and
Netflix.

One of my favorite Thanksgiving traditions is reflect-
ing on what we are truly grateful for as we go around the din-
ner table. Recently we added a new tradition to include one
not-so-serious thing we’re also thankful for. This added a bit
more fun. I can tell you that I am always  grateful for the
big stuff: our health, our friends and families health, our
home, and food on the table. But in the spirit of our family’s
new tradition, I will also share some of the not-so-serious
small stuff that I am thankful for as well.

I am thankful our dog has only been skunked once
this fall. Really hoping “fool me once” applies to our dog. I
am thankful that our pediatrician has weekend hours and
weekend walk-in hours. My children only get  sick on
the weekend or after normal business hours. I am thankful
for the crossing guards in our community that corral sprint-
ing children, (or moms) and force speeding cars to stop at
crosswalks that apparently would not otherwise be stopped
at regardless of visible children running into the path. I am

TCNS Gives Back Events
Four years ago, Trinity started the TCNS Gives Back program.
These late-afternoon events are hosted by the school from
November through March and are an easy and fun way for
your kids to create a special project for organizations in the
area.  The next Gives Back event is on ,
when we will create gingerbread houses for the local nursing
homes in Wilmette. This event starts at 4:15 p.m. and last
about an hour. The kids will have great fun and be so proud
of their masterpieces and sharing them with others.

TCNS Gives Back Caroling
Also in December, TCNS students will have the opportunity
to go caroling and spread holiday cheer at two local retire-
ment communities and the Sacred Heart Convent in Wil-
mette. Dates and times TBD.

Wilmette Food Pantry
Did you know that The Wilmette Food Pantry is organized
and run by Trinity United Methodist Church out of the

church? Every week it helps people in the area who need
assistance with food.

You and your family can contribute to the Wil-
mette Food Pantry during the holidays as well as
throughout the year. Donation bins are located outside
of the upstairs classroom. Miss Sue will share a list of
items the food pantry is looking for in the upcoming
weeks, but know that food items such as pasta, canned
goods and individual packages of oatmeal, applesauce
and cereal are always welcome.

Lastly, it was great catching up with so many
parents at the TCNS Parents’ Night Out at A. Perry
Homes. A big thank you to  for organiz-
ing such a fun evening and bringing a little golden
pumpkin spirit to the event. She even had the delicious
bacon app from Smylie Brothers. Grateful!

I hope to see you all again soon. Have a safe, re-
laxing and happy holiday whether you are in town or on
the road.  Happy Thanksgiving everyone!

With gratitude-
Rebecca Johnson
Chair, TCNS Parent Advisory Board

thankful for neighbors who are willing to watch my kids
while I run out to the store when I remember that I’m
snack mom the night before I am snack mom.

I am thankful for all the moms and dads that I
meet along our way in and out of our preschool each
day, who smile and share a quick adult chat with a
common story of a funny moment or frustration. I am
thankful for our great teaching staff and school director
and for the time and care they put into their days with
our children and into each interaction. The older I get,
the more acutely aware I am that it really does take a
village. And I am very grateful and thankful for the won-
derful TCNS village.

As parents of young children, it is often chal-
lenging to teach them what gratitude is and explain all
of the things that they  be thankful for. Gratitude
is a difficult concept for them to grasp and can be a
tricky translation into a tangible thing to see or experi-
ence.

In addition to the class “Feasts” and the kids
dictating what they appreciate on their turkeys, Trinity
offers some additional opportunities for families to
show their gratitude and give back to those in need.



5

TCNS Fall Parents’
Night Out!

TCNS Fall Parents’
Night Out!

Special thanks to A. Perry Homes
for hosting a night of fun and
community building with our

TCNS parents!
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Save the Date!Save the Date!

Step right up to the 2018 TCNS Benefit!

Saturday, February 10th

Michigan Shores Club
Stay tuned for more details and info on sign-up parties, silent auction items, and more!

Want to help out AND have some fun?

Host a Sign-Up

Want to host but need ideas? No problem!
Have ideas but can’t do it by yourself? We can help!

Interested? Email signuppartytrinitywilmette@gmail.com

Cheers!
Christina Farrell, Christina Glisson, Annie Laughton, & Lindsay Maude

mailto:signuppartytrinitywilmette@gmail.com
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Trinity Kids say the darnedest things!
It was  (4 AM) turn to make his paper mache pumpkin. He
took one look at the mixture of water and glue, and started to
cough. Mrs. Hampton asked if he was ok. He responded that he
was allergic to pumpkins!

What’s new?
Here is a glimpse of the hard
work (and play) going down
between drop-of f and pickup

as told by the teachers
themselves.

Classroom UpdatesClassroom Updates

Things are going great in Parent-Tot! It's
hard to believe that it's already November. The
children have already grown and matured over
these first coupes of months of school. They are
learning the routines and getting to know each
other, Kathy, and myself. The parents have all
done an excellent job of helping our youngest
learners understand the guidelines in the class-
room and encouraging them to be independent.
 Our color for November is BROWN! We
will be exploring this color throughout the class-
room through the media of paint, play dough,
stickers, colored pencils, crayons, and more. The
color brown also goes well with our furry friend,
"Brown Bear," who spends time with us each day
at circle time. Kathy and I are so GRATEFUL to
spend our Mondays with these sweet, beautiful
children.

Kristen Bowie and Kathy Stein

Parent-Tot

mailto:signuppartytrinitywilmette@gmail.com
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Ready-Two-Grow
This month, we explored the world of color! Each day, we im-

mersed ourselves in the color of the day with our clothing, art, play
dough, paint and the water table. We made collages for yellow day
with feathers, pom-poms, pipe cleaners and buttons. On red day we
“painted” by printing with apple halves. Finger painting with blue and
yellow paint was fun on green day. For purple day, the children used
eye droppers to squeeze red and blue colored water onto paper tow-
els. What fun to see the purple that's created! For brown day, we
scooped and molded kinetic sand. We made ghost puppets on white

day, and we created spiders on black day. For every color, we fill the special "sparkle bag" with
items of the color of the day. It's fun to see what is pulled out of the sparkle bag!
 A highlight this month was the water table. It’s the first thing the children see when they
walk in and it always catches their attention. This month, we had blue sand, soapy water to wash
the baby dolls, and brown and black water in addition to the usual colors. What will be in the wa-
ter table next month?
 Music was especially fun this month with two visits from Lindsey Smithwick, our music
teacher. Ms. Lindsey brings her guitar every other week to sing with the children and get them
dancing and moving to the beat.
 We also enjoyed lots of visitors this month. Parents and grandparents and other special
guests are welcome to join us to read a story or visit, whether to help celebrate a birthday or just
for fun.

Ms. Laurie, Ms. Colleen, Ms. Courtney, Ms. Kathy, and Mrs. Z
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3-Year (AM & PM)

Spanish words we learned for colors and body parts! Our follow-up art
project allowed each child to make their own “monster.”

I’m always surprised that many of our neighborhood preschools
do not acknowledge Halloween in their classrooms. As preschool teach-
ers we embrace creative dramatics and role–playing. We embrace dress-
up and strive to make relevant connections between the classroom and
the world at large. Our Halloween parties are simple and pure fun! - tru-
ly, the stuff that childhood is made of. Especially in a time when we
sometimes question the wisdom of running door-to-door in costume on
Halloween night, it’s important to provide age-appropriate, seasonal fun!
Our Halloween traditions are remembered fondly long after the day has
passed.

Another highlight of the month has been our Music and Move-
ment classes. TCNS mom, Lindsey Smithwick, really knows how to get
our kids moving and shaking and clapping and singing! Plus, the kids are
always excited to see what she will pull out of her bag of props! Lindsey

is scheduled to join us at rug-time every-other Mon-
day. On the weeks she doesn’t come to class, Valerie
Dashiell gets our kids jumping and jiving in our
Movement class in the bike room. Together their
programs are the perfect combination!

In November we prepare for our Thanksgiv-
ing Feasts. We will celebrate the season with songs,
art, cooking and fun. Our focus will be on love and
family. Recognizing and acknowledging who and
what we love is an important step toward developing
a sense of gratitude. Our Thanksgiving unit will cul-
minate on Wednesday, November 15 at our Thanks-
giving Feast. Please join us for the last 30 minutes of
class for homemade goodies and stories of gratitude.

Miss Deb, Miss Ellie, Miss Laurie, and Miss Sue

The month of October is wonderful in so many ways!
Kids love all the seasonal fun! One of the highlights of the month
was singing all the fun, “scary” Halloween songs! They love cack-
ling like a witch and shouting “BOO!!” at the end of our songs! As
soon as we finish the song, they cry out, “Again!” Miss Ellie and
Miss Laurie always over-act and jump in “fear” and the children
feel empowered knowing there is really nothing to be afraid of.

Our favorite book this month was 
. Just like our “scary” songs, the children quickly learn

that they have the power to make the “monster” disappear, thus
empowering them. When we read it, the kids shout out the body
part that should go away. Plus, it’s the perfect book to use all the
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4-Year (AM & PM)
October was full of fun and adventure!

We started off the month with Rumpelstiltskin
turning our straw into gold! The children were
in complete awe and continue to look for the
magical character. It was quite a sight! Speaking
of sight, there were several pumpkins that rolled
out of sight. We sang lots of Halloween songs
that even scared the teachers-BOO! The giggling
from the children made the teachers appreciate
the magic of the holiday. The room was also

decorated with fall leaves, pumpkins, haunted houses and
skeletons. The children love to dress up for Halloween and
celebrate the fun!

October also started a number of special classes.
Mrs. Dashiell began Science and music/movement with the
kids. Lindsey Smithwick began coming and bringing her
guitar and really engaging the children with fun songs! Spe-
cial days has also started with our 4's. Each child will have
a chance celebrate themselves with a special questionnaire
and poster. The children love the attention and feel like a
star!!

Thank you to all the parents that have read to the
class for October birthdays!  Please remember that we wel-
come you anytime that you would like to read or volunteer
in our classroom.

In November, we'll be focusing on Native Ameri-
cans as we water color sunsets, like in the story The Legend
of the Indian Paintbrush. We will also read Three Little In-

dians and learn about three Native American children who lived in differ-
ent parts of the country. Each lived in a different home made of animal
skins, mud, or wood. We will learn about their tribal names, how they
hunted for food, etc. Another fun book is called Whale in the Sky, and it
tells about the story of a totem pole. As luck would have it, Trinity actually
has a totem pole in the building and the children love discovering it!

Our Thanksgiving Feast will take place on Thursday, November
16th, the week before the holiday. You are all welcome to join us for the
last 30 minutes of class. We will be preparing in class some of the food. A
main focus in preparation for the feast will be focusing on all that we are
THANKFUL for in our lives! We plan to spend a lot of time appreciating
the many things we have in our lives.

In this season of bountiful harvests and natural beauty, we teachers
are very thankful to be a part of your children's lives, and get to know all of
you better.

Miss Ellie, Miss Agata, Mrs. Hampton and Mrs. Lezama
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Kindergarten Enrichment (AM)
October in Morning Enrichment marked a lot of interest in the natural

world. From finding Boxelder bugs and cicadas on the ground to worms bur-
rowing in the dirt, the kids have been intent on bringing nature alive (and into
our classroom!) through their wonderings, observations, and research. They
have also been interested in the leaves we are finding on the ground, as well as
the pumpkins in the pumpkin patch. Early in the month, we worked on obser-
vational drawings of pumpkins and leaves. Using pen and watercolor, we
strove to make our drawings as realistic as possible. You can check out our
work by looking out the imaginary "window" in our house center. We created

quite a nice view for ourselves! We noticed the
lines in leaves, which we recognized as veins after
some discussion.  We also talked about what func-
tion the veins perform for leaves and what it might
have in common with the vein systems in our own
bodies. In addition, we practiced estimation and
measurement by using Unifix cubes to measure
the lengths and widths of pumpkins.
            Through exploration and investigation, our
young scientists constructed a concept of what
sound is, how it is created, and how we hear it. We
practiced "sound discrimination" by identifying
sounds around and outside school during the Trin-
ity Sound Hunt-- our brains could tell sounds apart
even if we couldn't see what was making them! We
used tuning forks dipped into water to see (and
feel!) the vibration that produces sound. The kids
determined that sounds can be high or low, short
or long, fast or slow, and high and low. We realized
that sounds can give messages, like the warning

rattle from a rattle snake, the crying of a young baby, or
the beep of a smoke alarm.
            This sound inquiry began after we noticed how
many students were interested in the instruments that
were on Mrs. Dashiell's music cart! She took apart her
flute to show us how each part worked, and the kids
figured out how that instrument creates sound. We
learned about how music is written as notes on a staff,
and the kids practiced "composing" some of their own
songs. A short video demonstrated the lengths of differ-
ent types of notes, and we practiced clapping them out
to a beat-- much the same way we clap when we are
determining the number of syllables in a word! Mrs.
Dashiell also lead a demonstration about how to create
a musical instrument using different levels of water in
glass containers.

As we move into November, we will continue
the natural theme that has held the interest of so many
of the children. This will take the form of investigating
what life is like in the woods native to our local regions
and north of us. We'll look closely at properties of

leaves, discover how we can use leaves to identify trees, and determine
the difference between deciduous and coniferous trees. The kids will
work together to create a collaborative mural that demonstrates every-
thing they learned through their research. We'll also examine the wildlife
that inhabit these woods, incorporating both fiction and nonfiction litera-
ture. As teachers, we are proud of how these children look to nature with
wonder and--hopefully--gratitude. The latter is a theme we will focus on
for the duration of the month as we cultivate gratitude and identify rea-
sons for it in our everyday lives.

With love,
Mrs. Dashiell and Ms. Lauren
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October has been a great month in Afternoon Enrichment. The kids are becoming
keen observers of the world around them. We've worked as researchers to gather
data about our classmates, creating charts and pictographs to display information
about our birthdays, heights, and eye color. We also worked in pairs to get to know
one another better; each pair created a Venn diagram (or "same and different cir-
cles," as we've called them) to compare and contrast themselves. It has been so fun
to watch the kids discover similarities that they did not know about before, like
Davey and Maggie, who realized their birthdays are only one day apart! To comple-
ment our "same and different" work, we've been practicing the Sesame Street classic

Kindergarten Enrichment (PM)

"We All Sing with the Same Voice," which has become a
favorite song to sing along to during our meetings.
            Speaking of songs, several of the kids became real-
ly interested in a collection of instruments that was set
out in the science center. We followed up on their inter-
est by showing an example of sheet music, and putting
out blank music staff paper, asking "what does music look
like? How do instruments make sound?" We watched a
few bands form, members of which diligently "composed"
songs on their staff paper, and then propped it up on im-
provised music stands before performing. The kids
learned the values of different kinds of notes, and we
practiced clapping and singing the lengths of eighth notes,
quarter notes, half notes, and whole notes using basics of
the Kodaly method. It was great to watch the interdisci-
plinary connections form in their minds--how many quar-
ter notes in a whole note? How are notes like syllables?
We'll use this music inquiry as a springboard for a study
of sound in November.

            Aside from learning the lengths of notes,
we've been taking measurements of tangible
objects as well. We started off by buddying up to
measure about how many feet tall each of us are
(to the nearest half foot). We measured with
some non-standard units as well. For two days,
paper airplane mania hit Afternoon KE, and the
kids used tape to mark the flight paths of their
planes on the floor. We measured the farthest
flight using floor tiles, our steps, and the lengths
of our bodies! Lately, the kids have been using
Unifix cubes to measure the length and width of
natural objects like leaves and pumpkins and
recording their findings.
            In addition to using Venn diagrams to
compare ourselves, we've used them to compare
properties of different leaves, and even of book
characters! We had our first author spotlight in
October, focused on Mo Willems. We started
with his most popular books (starring Pigeon,

Elephant, and Piggie of course!) and moved on to
less widely known stories such as "That is NOT a
Good Idea," "Hooray for Amanda and Her Alliga-
tor," "Leonardo the Terrible Monster," and the
recently released "Sam, the Most Scaredy-cat Kid
in the Whole World." The kids enjoyed compar-
ing Leonardo the monster to his new friend Sam,
as well as the impractical and impatient Pigeon
to the polite and sweet Duckling. The kids start-
ed to notice common traits in Willems' books
such as humor, dramatic characters, and speech
bubbles, and incorporated these into their own
Pigeon Halloween stories in their journals. In
November, our author spotlight will move to
Mac Barnett and Lois Ehlert as we focus on grati-
tude-- for nature, for our schools and communi-
ties, for our families, and for each other.

Ms. Lauren & Ms. Anne

mailto:cath@trinitywilmette.org.
mailto:cath@trinitywilmette.org.
mailto:cath@trinitywilmette.org.


13

Community ColumnCommunity Column

Trinity UMC Live Nativity:
Meet Us at the Manger

Sunday, December 10th, 4:30-5:30 P.M.
Animals will be available for viewing beginning at 3:30 pm.
If your family would like to participate in the program as

an adult or child angel/shepherd, or to be the men, women
and children who travel in the caravan going to Bethlehem

for the census, please contact:

cath@trinitywilmette.org.

An all-cast dress rehearsal (one time only) is scheduled for

Mrs. Hampton’s

Non-Patent-Infringing

“Dough for Playtime!”

What you need:
–4 cups water
–1.5 cups salt
–3 Tbsp. of Alum  (found in spice section)
–1/2 cup vegetable oil
–4 cups unbleached flour
–Extract or unsweetened Koolaid packet
and/or food coloring

How it’s done:
Mix food coloring and extract in hot water. Mix all
ingredients in large saucepan on medium high
heat stirring often.

When mixture gets thick and pulls away from sides
of saucepan remove from heat. Immediately place
on cutting board or flat surface. Let cool slightly
and knead the dough until soft. Place in airtight
plastic bag or container. Dough will keep for 1 to 3
months. May place in fridge when not using!  EN-
JOY!

mailto:cath@trinitywilmette.org.
mailto:cath@trinitywilmette.org.
mailto:cath@trinitywilmette.org.
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Overheard in 3AM:

Andrew, are you good at sharing?”

.: “No.  Not really.”

In the elevator coming up from Lunch Bunch,  (3PM) said,
“Me and Gino also like to take the alligator.”

I believe that TCNS is a progressive school, but we need to beef
things up a bit for . (3AM). Every time I use a Spanish word, Fin
asks, “When will we start learning Italian?!”

The 4PM class created art inspired by the tale of 
They even glued on straw. However, the next day  was amazed
to see that the ordinary straw that he glued on his paper turned gold.
He immediately ran to the storybook. When questioned why, Wyatt
said with excitement, “To see if Rumpelstiltskin jumped out of the
book!”

MORE:

Trinity Kids Say the Darndest Things!

If you have any doubt whether or not our music instructor, Miss
Lindsey, is a rock star, just ask  (4PM). After her first music class,
Ava was excited to tell her mom that she met a real rock star! “How do
you know she’s a rock star?” asked her mom. Ava exclaimed, “Because
she wore boots and played the guitar!”

Overheard in 3PM:

 :  “Jack. I like your hair.  How did it get so curly?”

 “I don’t know....It just growed in a circle I guess.”


